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From the 
President's /Editor's Desk

hhhhhhhhhh

hhhhhhhhhh

Michael

Thank You

 

hhhhhhhhhh
Cover: One of Cynthia Griffin's handouts at the 
November meeting.

One of the more unusual Christmas greetings 
I received this year was from Guild Member, 
Michael Holstein at our Portland satellite. I 
pass this on to you all:

NOTE TO SELF: hydrate, eat lots of 
veggies, exercise, make a list and do 
the hardest thing first, look both ways 
before crossing, learn something new 
daily, smile at other people, volunteer, 
thank others for what they do, pick up 
a real book every day, praise myself for 
good deeds, work on balance and 
strength, sing more, brush and floss, 
cut desserts into small portions, 
practice a skill, get my 8 hours, help 
SOTV, watch my weight (use a smaller 
plate), parent my inner child, and tell 
people that Sandy and Michael wish 
them HAPPY HOLIDAYS.

In the Chinese zodiac,2026 is the Year of the 
Horse, specifically the Fire Horse. This rare 
combination occurs only once every 60 years 
and is characterized by intense energy, passion, 
and rapid change.

THANK YOU: to all the guild members who 
contributed to this issue of RoguePens: 
Cynthia Griffin, Joanne Cleckner, Eleanor 
Lippman, Danita Urban, Patt Herdklotz, Brenda 
Eury, Virginia Silbowitz, Michael Holstein, 
JoAnn Evans and Michael Rowbottom.

    It was good to have guild members 
volunteering to lead monthly presentations in 
September, October and November. It is 
occasionally scary, but it is also a great 
learning experience and the guild is very 
supportive of these efforts for everyone 
involved.
    The Holiday Party was well attended and 
the new gift exchange format was interesting 
and unpredictable. I would encourage the 
entire guild to participate in the card 
exchange, even from far flung regions. This 
gives everyone another chance to be creative 
and to connect with members artistically.
    Now is the time to start thinking about the 
November 2026 exhibit in Jacksonville. The 
theme selected is “Mixed Emotions”, which 
provides a wide range of subject matter and 
techniques. The exhibit will encourage a wide 
range of skill levels, so no one should feel 
intimidated. A combination of existing and 
new artwork  will be accepted. 
    I would like to thank my fellow guild officers 
and committee persons for all the hard work 
and dedication to their jobs. I am looking 
forward to the new year with yodels, 
challenges and downright funniness. 

May the Force be with you,

P.S. Remember that Zoom is always 
available for our meetings, for those who 
cannot attend in person, Zoom starts at 
10:00  sharp as we only have a limited 
number of minutes available to us.
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October Meeting

Joanne Cleckner presented our program 
for this meeting. She is a certified 
Zentangle instructor and she showed us 
an easy way to Decorate Upper Case 
Letters. She also demonstrated a simple 
greeting card that would be useful for any 
occasion.

We also held a raffle/drawing for three 
items. The Book of Kells Coloring Book 
was won by Virginia Silbowitz. A vintage 
1992 Calligraphy Calendar was chosen 
by Danita Urban and Eleanor Lippman 
took home the full-color book on Card 
Making.

Joanne's step by step process for a Decorated Upper Case Letter:

A homework example

JoAnn Evans' homework

Our instructor, Joanne Cleckner
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November Meeting
Cynthia Griffin presented our program for the November meeting. 
Her choice was Action Shadow Letters inspired by comic books. 
She demo'd how to visualize shadow letters and provided excellent 
handouts for inspiration. (See cover, pages 5 and 12.)

She used a simple card format, but added a spring mechanism on 
the inside for movement. It was made with a basket weave using 
two strips of paper. The outside of the card used collage scraps 
which she provided.

The Raffle items were a gently used 24 color set of Yarka 
watercolors, a package of colorful origami papers and a Jean 
Formo 2005 Calligraphy Calendar of Proverbs.
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Holiday Party

Our December get 
together was a Holiday 
Celebration, with finger 
foods, a gift exchange and 
a card exchange. We met 
at ScrappyCraft for an 
afternoon of socializing 
and fun.

A gathering of revelers.
There were goodies . . .

and poetry.

Our fearless leader.

Cynthia checked the 
Naughty / Nice List.

       A visit from 
       Mrs. Claus.
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The Gift 
Exchange
This year's gift exchange 
was determined by fate 
and the roll of a die. Gifts 
traveled back and forth 
before finally coming to a 
rest after two rounds of 
play. At the end, a mutual 
exchange was permitted, 
although there were no 
takers this year.

Right:
 

Joanne got 
black paper

and a 
sample.

Danita got clip art.

Cynthia got pop-ups. Patt got tissue paper (?). Virginia got . . .questions.
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Card Exchange

Virginia Silbowitz

Joanne Cleckner
Eleanor Lippman

Michael Rowbottom

Brenda Eury

Cynthia Griffin

Danita Urban

Patt Herdklotz

JoAnn Evans
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Part Two – Trees
We continue our exploration of Pareidolia  n. 
per-oh-doe-lee-a, the psychological 
phenomenon in which the mind responds to a 
stimulus, often an image, by perceiving a 
familiar pattern.

Michael Holstein takes frequent walks around 
his Portland neighborhood and finds examples 
of pareidolia everywhere. He encourages 
people to explore their personal spaces, their 
living spaces and their neighborhoods with 
renewed awareness for this fascinating 
imagery. Seeing and recording their findings 
brings a new dimension to creativity and art.

Editor's Note:  We will conclude this subject in a 
future issue. All photos by Michael Holstein.
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Guild Gallery 1

Eleanor 
Lippman

Eleanor made a card using cartoon lettering and 
used a paper spring on the inside for movement.

  Michael  
Rowbottom 

L – An illuminated letter
        
R – A dragon drawing

Virginia Silbowitz
A persimmon-themed card
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Guild Gallery 2

JoAnn Evans

A Thank-You cardAn illuminated capital

A card using Eleanor's September origami

Danita Urban
An illuminated letter on black paper.

Joanne Cleckner The Inside and Outside of her folded card for the card exchange.
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